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The Present State and Educational System of Community
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Sugako TAMURA, Katsuko KANAGAWA, Kazuko SAEKI

Abstract

This study reviews and summarizes the medical system, present state and educational system of
community health nursing in South Korea. The methods involved both computerized and manual
searches of databases and relevant literature, books and information found on the Internet. South
Korea introduced its social security system with reference to those of Japan, and its medical and
educational systems with reference to that of the United States. With name changes such as
‘Nurse’, and the development of the role of Advanced Practice Nurse (APN), the responsibility of
nursing was expanded. There is no national qualification for public health nurse, but nurses work
as APNs at public health centers. In particular, Community Health Practitioners play an active
role in primary medical treatment in rural areas. It is important that basic community health
nursing education be incorporated into the curricula for Bachelor’s and Master’s degree-granting

courses.

Keywords South Korea, public health care system, nursing education, nursing qualification, public
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